Conversation About When the Guelph Water Supply Master Plan Draft Will Be Presented for Adoption.

Email # 3: As of late Friday, Sept. 8, here are changes to the Water Supply Master Plan dates earlier announced by Dave Dilks:

"Council and Senior City Staff have been advised that the final draft WSMP will be provided to councillors on Monday Sept 11/06 and subsequently, it will be available to the Public, prior to its being included in the agenda for the Planning, Environment and Transportation [PET] Committee meeting slated for 930am sept 25/06." -Councillor Birtwistle, Chair of the PET.

Email # 2: Below is Laura’s response to Dave Dilks’ Sept 6 email (see Dave Dilks email at bottom).
Dear David:

(Please note that I am speaking for myself here and not on behalf of The

Green Plan Steering Committee).

Thank you for this notice.

 Because of the short notice of the upcoming PET Meeting in less than 5 days

I feel that I must send this e mail as member of the public and ask that you

distribute it to the PAC Members and the consultants.

1.     I would like to ask why there is such short notice being given to PAC

Members of the PET and City Council Meetings.

2.    I don't understand what is happening here.  I thought that the

comments from the last public meeting held in March 2006  and the PAC

comments would be included in a final report before it goes to council.  It

appears that your record of the Public Forum #2 are incomplete since I could

not find a listing of all the individual written comments that were

submitted at the Public Forum #2 nor could I find any of the comments that

were submitted directly to the consultants and the city after the public

forum.   Have the consultants sent out any written responses to these

individuals?  If not, why not?  Also how can Guelph City Council  hope to

make an informed decision on the options presented in the Master Plan when

they don't appear to have access to all of the public comments and

concerns???

3.     I thought that It was indicated at the Public Forum # 2 March, 2006

that there would be a further  public meeting before the WSMP was brought to

council for approval.  At that meeting there were many questions and

concerns that were left unanswered.  The next meeting was supposed to

address these questions. Or so we thought, instead each member of the public

will now be given 5 minutes to speak to PET and to Council.  This is unfair

and inadequate.

4.  The WSMP that was presented at the March 2006 Public Forum #2 was a

"DRAFT".   Where is the Final Report?  Is this  "Draft" report what is being

presented  to PET On Monday? How many changes have been made to the "Draft"

if any?

5.    Lack of Public Notice:  As far as I am concerned this short notice

(and not even a general public notice at that!) of this most important

document going to PET and then to council is poor planning,  at best and is,

at worst , an erosion of due public process.  It flies against the City of

Guelph's own Guiding Principles for Public Involvement.

There was no notice posted in the Tribune. I rechecked City pages in the

September 1 Tribune and noted  that there was no notice that the WSMP would

be on the agenda of PET or council meeting on September 11 or the 18th.  No

notice of completion of the WSMP was posted on the city's newsroom web page.

In the past  such important plans were advertised on the city web page and

in the Tribune well in advance of the PET and Council Meetings.  I would

like to know why there was no newspaper or web notice.

 I then checked the City of Guelph Web Pages where I noted that the as of 2

pm Wednesday September 6 that the PET agenda is still not posted.  When will

it be posted?  Even if it is posted at the  usual posted time on Friday this

is not adequate public notice.

So, I ask, how does  the city intend to notify the many members of the

public who attended the Public Forum #2 and other interested members of the

public that the WSMP is on the agendas of PET and City Council?

I don't believe that,  at this point,  it is possible for the city to give

due notice to the public.  If the WSMP goes forward to PET and Guelph City

Council as planned on the 11th and 18th of September I strongly believe that

public faith in the consultative process will further eroded.

I therefore respectfully request that the WSMP be removed from the PET and

City Council Agendas until such time as adequate public notice is given.

6.    Of primary concern is the fact that the WSMP is going to PET and

Council before other important interdependent and interconnected  master

plans and studies are completed and approved by Guelph City Council these

include:

1.    The  completion of the MOE EA  into the increased Water Taking Permits

At Arkell             Spring Grounds

2.    The Guelph Puslinch Ground Water Protection Strategy

3.    The Wastewater Master Plan

4.    The Local Growth Management Strategy

5.    The Natural Heritage Strategy

6.    The Final Report of the Community Advisory Committee on Growth

Management.

7.    Pesticide By Law

Each of the above  need to be incorporated into the planning process  before

any decisions are made for  new water taking permits, water  infrastructure

or increase in water takings at existing municipal wells.

For instance:

The WSMP proposes increased pumping at existing wells - this has the

potential to draw down contaminants from the contaminated sites. (identified

in #2)

One of the recommendations: the increased pumping of existing and new wells

may dry up streams, rivers and wetlands (#4)

New water infrastructure may have negative impacts on natural heritage (#4)

There are no identified routes or costs for all the proposed new water

infrastructure for new and existing wells etc.   How much will be paid out

of development charges?  How much from property taxes? (1,2 &6)

The Halton Region Water and Wastewater Master Plan identified routing,

environmental impacts  and costs for all new infrastructure.  The Guelph

WSMP does not.estimates these costs.  Doesn't council want to know what

these costs are upfront so that they can relay this information to their

constituents who are giving input into the Local Growth management Strategy?

The use  of surface water for drinking water.  Do we really want to drink

surface water containing pesticides and other contaminants contained in

storm runoff?  How we will protect the cold water fisheries and wetland

ecosystems?  What will happen to ecosystems further downstream?(#1,2,5 & 6)

The proposed increased water taking (>80,000 cubic liters a day) exceeds the

current Guelph Wastewater Certificate of Approval for the Wastewater Plant

and the future Speed River maximum allowable assimilative capacity of 73,000

cubic  liters per day.  The ability of the Speed River to assimilate the

proposed increased water beyond 73,000 cubic liters  per day is uncertain

at this point.  Therefore, it is imperative that we consider the wastewater

limitations before we consider any new water takings that will impact our

sewage capacity. Wastewater capacity  will ultimately determine our local

growth management not water taking.  So isn't it putting the cart before the

horse so to speak if we determine how much water we need without knowing if

our receiving river can handle any increased volumes????(#1,2,3,4, 5 and 6)

The city is already growing at the high growth scenario (2.5% per year)

identified  in the WSMP.  Do the citizens of Guelph want to accommodate more

growth?  We know from the Council Worship presented by CN Watson on the

Financial Implications of the Development Priorities Plan that growth will

cost taxpayers an increase of 4.5-5% in the property taxes per year.   Do

they want to pay for a pipeline too?  The Local Growth Management Strategy

is not finished.  How can council make a decision on the WSMP when public

input into the growth plan is not finished??? (# 4 and 6)

The City of Guelph and the Grand River Conservation Authority have not

completed watershed studies on the Speed River, the lower Eramosa River, The

Irish Creek and other creeks that may be impacted by increased water takings

in the WSMP.  When will these be started and when will they be completed?

(2,4 &5)

The Province of Ontario via the proposed Clean Water Act and the Provincial

Policy Statements directs that all planning must done on a watershed basis.

Approving the 50 Year Water Master Plan before all watershed studies are

completed and adopted is simply poor planning.

The City of Guelph has never fully implemented the recommendations of its

existing watershed studies ( Hanlon, Mill Creek, Torrance Creek, Blue

Springs Upper Eramosa ) or the River Systems management Study.  These

studies all contain recommendations that if implemented will improve water

quality, recharge to our aquifers and protection of our natural heritage

systems.  When does the city intend to implement these studies?  Planning

for new water supplies, without a complete understanding of all the

watersheds and subwatershed that may be impacted by the water takings, is

simply poor planning and lacks the scope needed to comply with the

environmental assessment process.

In conclusion  I would like to indicate how disappointed I am at the

direction that  water planning and public input is taking in the City of

Guelph.

I will be forwarding my comments to the appropriate government agencies and

MPP's.

Laura Murr BaSC Reg.N

Email # 1. The following email was received Sept 6th by Laura Murr, a member of the Public Advisory Council. The letter above was Laura’s response to this notice.

To update you on the Water Supply Master Plan and next steps...

The City of Guelph Waterworks staff will present the Draft Water Supply

Master Plan to the Planning, Environment & Transportation Meeting (PET)

committee and Guelph City Council on September 11th and 18th

respectively.  The Draft Water Supply Master Plan will be put forward by

City staff for adoption in part or in whole by Council.  The PET

Committee session will be held on September 11th from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00

p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall and the City Council meeting will be

held on September 18th starting at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.  Both

sessions are open to the public.

Information about the upcoming PET committee meeting will be posted,

when it is available, on the City's website at

http://guelph.ca/cityhall.cfm?subCatID=865&smocid=1450.  The draft

summary of water supply alternatives and preliminary evaluation (dated

Feb./06) is available on the WSMP project website.  Newsletter #2 also

provides an overview of the water supply options being considered.

Reports from the last PAC meeting and Public Forum #2 are also available

on the project website.  The WSMP website link is:

http://guelph.ca/living.cfm?subCatID=1403&smocid=1986

Regards, Dave

Dave Dilks

PAC Facilitator

Dave Dilks

President

Lura Consulting

